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Introduction 
The European Study Group on Nosocomial Infections 
was founded during the Lausanne meeting of the Euro- 
pean Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases (ESCMID) on 27th May, 1997, with the goal 
of bringing together different aspects of nosocomial 
infections as studied in many European countries. 
In 1998, ESGNI consolidated its activities and 
carried out a pan-European study of bloodstream 
infections, obtaining information both on the labora- 
tory workload of bacteremic infections and on their 
clinical reality. This information was reported and 
discussed at the first meeting of the Group held in El 
Escorial, Madrid in November 1998. 
In this supplement of Clinical Microbiology and 
Infection, the Group also includes several papers on 
different topics of key interest in the field of blood- 
stream infections. The new concepts of sepsis and their 
practical value are thoroughly reviewed by Javier Garau, 
who makes a clear distinction between microbiological 
and clinical criteria. The re-emergence of Gram- 
positive infections, especially of those caused by multi- 
resistant microorganisms, is described by Robert C. 
Spencer from a clinical, epidemiological and public 
health perspective. 
We selected as the leading problems in Gram- 
negative bloodstream infections those caused by Acineto- 
bactev and other non-fermentative microorganisms. 
They are responsible for many endemic and epidemic 
episodes mainly in the intensive care units of several 
European countries. The paper is presented by Ethan 
Rubinstein and Itzhak Levy of the Infectious Disease 
Unit of the Sheba Medical Centre in Israel. 
Recurrence is observed in a substantial proportion 
of patients with bacteremic episodes. However, little 
attention has been paid to the interpretation of this 
problem. We offer the perspective of our institution 
with regard to recurrences in general and also examine 
those occurring in the HIV-infected patient. 
Catheter-related infections remain the first cause of 
bloodstream infections. The importance of catheter- 
related bacteremia lies not only in its frequent occur- 
rence but also in the fact that there are many possi- 
bilities of a positive intervention and reduction in 
these infections. A critical review of the pathogenesis, 
diagnosis and treatment of catheter-related infections is 
offered in this review by JesGs F o r t h  and Enrique 
Navas. 
Fungemia, particularly candidemia, is also a 
growing problem in European hospitals and the best 
approach to its management and treatment is still under 
debate. Andreas Voss from the Department of Medical 
Microbiology of the University Hospital in Nijmegen, 
The Netherlands adopts a very interesting and critical 
approach to nosocomially-acquired candidemic episodes. 
Finally, proven measures to reduce acquisition 
of nosocomial bloodstream infections are masterfully 
reviewed by Jan Kluytmans from the laboratory of 
Medical Microbiology of the University of Breda in the 
Netherlands. 
The El Escorial meeting also devoted some time 
to the initial discussions of a consensus document 
concerned with the microbiological aspects, definitions 
and clinical approach to bacteremic infections. This 
will be published upon completion and critically 
evaluated by all members of the group. 
This is the first monographic contribution of the 
ESGNI group. We hope that the data will be useful 
both for our European and our international colleagues. 
I would like to thank all participants for their contri- 
bution to this successful meeting. 
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